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GEOC407. ATMOSPHERE, WEATHER AND CLIMATE. 3.0 Semester
Hrs.
(II) An introduction to the Earth?s atmosphere and its role in weather
patterns and long term climate. Provides basic understanding of
origin and evolution of the atmosphere, Earth?s heat budget, global
atmospheric circulation and modern climatic zones. Long- and short-
term climate change including paleoclimatology, the causes of glacial
periods and global warming, and the depletion of the ozone layer.
Causes and effects of volcanic eruptions on climate, El Nino, acid rain,
severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, hurricanes, and avalanches are also
discussed. Microclimates and weather patterns common in Colorado.
Prerequisite: Completion of CSM freshman technical core, or equivalent.
3 hours lecture; 3 semester hours. Offered alternate years. 

GEOC408. INTRODUCTION TO OCEANOGRAPHY. 3.0 Semester Hrs.
(II) An introduction to the scientific study of the oceans, including
chemistry, physics, geology, biology, geophysics, and mineral resources
of the marine environment. Lectures from pertinent disciplines are
included. Recommended background: basic college courses in chemistry,
geology, mathematics, and physics. 3 hours lecture; 3 semester hours.
Offered alternate years. 


